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                                                        Step 12 
“Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these steps, we tried to carry this message 

to alcoholics, and to practice these principles in all our affairs.” As we wake up from alcohol 

and turn our will over to the God of our understanding we hopefully learn the principles of 

this program:  willingness, honesty, courage, humility, hope and faith, integrity,  forgiveness, 

trust, love, perseverance, god-reliance and service. Sounds like a tall order but remember 

becoming a better person is a one day at a time adventure. We have time to change.      

                                                  Tradition 12 
 “Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all our traditions, ever reminding us to place princi-

ples before personalities.” This tradition reminds us we give up personal desires in order to 

fulfill the common good of Alcoholics Anonymous.  Without this tradition money, power and 

prestige would be the end of Alcoholics Anonymous. Anonymity protects everyone in Alco-

holics Anonymous and allows each member to spiritually sacrifice for each one who calls 

themselves alcoholics.  Anonymity is humility in action. There are no guru’s in this program 

because there is simply no place for them.   

                                                   Concept 12 
General Warranties of the Conference:  in all its proceedings, the General Service Confer-

ence shall observe the spirit of the A.A. Tradition, taking great care that the conference never 

becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power; that sufficient operating funds, plus an ample 

reserve, be its prudent financial principle; that none of the Conference Members shall ever 

be placed in a position of unqualified authority over any of the others:  that all important deci-

sions be reached by discussion vote and whenever possible, by substantial unanimity; that 

no Conference action ever be personally punitive or an incitement to public controversy; that 

through the Conference may act for the service of Alcoholics Anonymous, it shall never per-

form any acts of government; and that like the Society of Alcoholics Anonymous which it 

serves, the Conference itself will always remain democratic in thought and action.   

                                              Principle 12 

 Service. In Alcoholics Anonymous service is getting into action to help the alcoholic who still 

suffers.  After we have worked the 12 steps we are in a great position to give without reward to 

those who are trying to get sober.  We pass our gift of sobriety on to others freely.  We become 

grateful and filled with the honor of service that someone in this program gave us when we 

were new.  What a privilege of spirit.       
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     What Is The Newcomer Thinking 

       By Jeff C. 

 

 

My name is Jeff C. and I am an alcoholic.  One of the things I try to do when in a meeting is 

to continue to think “what is the newcomer thinking right now?” Do you remember what 

you felt like in your first few meetings?  If you were anything like me , it was scared, pissed, 

uncomfortable and most of all confused. 

Think about it.  You grabbed a chair next to the door with your back to the wall and leaned 

one way, to hide behind the person in front of you, so the person who was talking could not 

have eye contact with you.  Your goal was to ghet through this hellish hour and get that stu-

pid card signed.  No, I did not want to shake your hand or know your name, and I sure as 

heck did not want a hug.  I don’t want to stand up and identify as a newcomer because that 

would be admitting something or it would look like I wanted to be a part of your cult, which 

I did not.  What I wanted was my card to be signed. 

Then you guys start talking about spiritual principles and the benefits of the 4th step inven-

tory and I am so lost that I am pondering slipping out the side door and waiting in the park-

ing lot until people start coming outand hope I can still find my signed card somewhere.  

Sound familiar? 

Those of us who have been around for awhile sometimes lose sight of this behavior.  Our 

primary purpose is to try to help these people, not to try and impress them with what is writ-

ten on page 471, because they don’t really know what a Big Book is other than you keep try-

ing to sell it to them.  

So I try to listen carefully when each person shares and ask yourself will this make sense to 

the new person.  When people share technical stuff they won’t get it, but they will under-

stand when we share how much our lives have changed for the better.  They will under-

stand that our families came back, or we got that new job.  The benefits of sobriety will give 

them hope. 

So I save “technical stuff” for book study meetings.  My goal is to pass on the good stuff, the 

benefits and sprinkle in a littler humor because God knows, newcomers  are not in a happy 

place when they first get here. 

So the next time your are at a meeting and you have newcomers in the room, put yourself in 

their shoes.  What would have made any sense to you back in the beginning of your sobri-

ety?  Talk to the newcomer without making direct eye contact. That may be the most effec-

tive way to accomplish your primary purpose.  Just think like them and let the miracle hap-

pen 
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Mike D.   12-04-2002 

Jimmy C.  12-06-1988 

Joel M.   12-13-1999 

Sharon H.  12-15-2005 

Susan C.   12-25-1989 

Michael C.  12-30-1986 

Doug D.   12-31-1996 

Frank M.  12-31-2003 

     

GSO PO Box 459, Grand Central Station, New York, NY 10163 

Central California Area 93, PMB#140 , 606 Alamo Pintado #3, Solvang CA 93463 

District 7 General Service Board, PO Box 599, Acton, CA 93510 

Santa Clarita Valley Central Office of Alcoholics Anonymous, PO Box  803063, Valencia CA 91380-3063 

Seventh Tradition Contributions 



  

 

Holiday events for December.  Both Rafters and Stepping Stones usually have events for Christmas 

and New Years please call the clubs below for dates and times. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rafters Club: Call them for more events at the club  661-259-0802                                                                                   

Stepping Stones Alano Club, Inc: Call them for more events  661-287-9730  

 

 

Although the events listed here are related to Alcoholics Anonymous most are not affiliated with A.A. directly. We simply list the 

events as healthy fun events for those in recovery. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Reminders for sobriety:  

Get extra activities for the holiday season. (keep busy) 

Throw some A.A. holiday events at your home. 

Keep your phone list with you at all times. (A drink is just a second away) 

Are there any A.A. holiday parties or dinners you might attend? 

Skip any drinking events that you might feel nervous about! 

If you have to go to a drinking event, keep candy close by. Put two straws in your drink. Bring 

your car for an easy exit.  

Do fun things.  Go see carolers, Christmas plays, holiday music events, parades, etc. Don’t stay 

home stewing on things. 

Maybe you cannot give material gifts, don’t feel bad, a card with a heartfelt poem, an ornament 
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A.A. RELATED EVENTS 2015  TO  ENJOY  
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone.  It has been a financial challenge this 

year for our office, but again you all have pulled together so we can remain in Santa Clarita to 

serve all you’re A.A. needs.  In February I will print a list of all the meetings and the amounts 

you gave to us for Gratitude Month.  This is our only fundraiser for the year and this money 

allows us to stay active and open for all of you in Santa Clarita. 

We are creating a new birthday board this year.  So if you want your name on the board 

please call and give me your name and sobriety date so I can add you to the new board.  If 

you are already on it call and let me know if you want to remain on it.  661-250-9922 or you 

can email me at info@aascv.org. I do not use last names just initials.  

Santa Clarita Valley Office of Alcoholics Anonymous has an intergroup meeting on the 4th 

Monday of every month. It starts at 7:00PM and is held at Central Office 26951 Ruether St., 

Suite B-6 upstairs, Canyon Country CA 91321. If you do not have an intergroup representative 

for your group please elect one for 2016.  It is a wonderful way for someone to be of service 

to their group. They need 1 year of sobriety. This representative comes once a month to the 

intergroup meeting. We discuss any problems or ideas that the group members want to dis-

cuss about their group needs. We let everyone know any changes or ideas from General 

World Service, the Grapevine etc.  

We also need writers for the Gratitude Gazette.  I know you are out there!! Please call me if 

your interested in writing articles for the Gazette.  You might have a story about how you 

came to believe or how you worked a step.  How does recovery from alcohol affect your life 

and those around you. I love reading stories and I know you do too.  This is your chance to 

share with someone your private journey.  It again is a wonderful way to be of service to the 

A.A. community in Santa Clarita.   

I also need reporters at the clubhouses to inform me when events are happening at their 

places.  These A.A. related events help new comers develop the skills they need to keep 

them in the middle of the sobriety herd. (so to speak). When I was new some 34 years ago I 

used to attend dances, especially the ones at the Rafters.  It was how I learned to socialize 

with other people and talk to other having fun in sobriety.  So, if  any clubhouse has an aspir-

ing reporter who can let Central Office know of their  upcoming events we would appreciate 

it.  

 I thank all of you for your continued support of this office. It has been a blessing for me work-

ing in this office.  I have met many people and enjoyed so much laughter.  I am humbled by  

your strengths to change your lives  and your abilities to be of service to A.A.   

Joanne M.  

Manager SCV Central Office of Alcoholics Anonymous     



 DONATIONS  2014 

Jan 1 through May 12 

     

October  2015 Donation 

  Date  Name Amount 

 Group Contributions     

  10/02/2015  Rafters Group 100.00 

  10/02/2015  Sweetwater Group - Wed 630pm 100.00 

  10/02/2015  SCV Serenity Group 32.26 

  10/05/2015  Magic Mountain Group - Mon 730pm 50.00 

  10/09/2015  Women's Happy Hour-Wed 6pm 71.14 

  10/09/2015  Men's Crosstalk - Wed 8pm 340.13 

  10/19/2015  SCV Convention of AA 4.15 

  10/19/2015  New Reflections - Tues 730pm 36.00 

  10/23/2015  Step Sisters Friday 9 115.00 

  10/23/2015  Daily Reflections Tues 9am 137.50 

  10/23/2015  Rafters Group 100.00 

  10/26/2015  7th Tradition SCV Central Office 36.00 

 Total Group Contributions    1,122.18 

 Individual Contributions     

  10/02/2015  Individual 400.00 

  10/02/2015  Individual 2.00 

 Total Individual Contributions    402.00 

TOTAL    1,524.18 
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SCV Central Office of AA 

Profit & Loss  October  2015 

 

     Oct 15  Jan - Oct 15 

 Ordinary Income/Expense    

   Income    

    Income - Literature 510.00  14,527.80 

    Income - Medallions 286.80  2,662.35 

    Income - Other Merchandise 230.52  571.45 

    Group Contributions 1,122.18  8,462.32 

    Gratitude Month 0.00  64.00 

    Individual Contributions 402.00  1,765.47 

    
Convention Contributions 

 0.00  0.00 

    Interest Income 0.00  0.28 

   Total Income 2,551.50  28,053.67 

   Cost of Goods Sold    

    Cost of Goods Sold - Literature 380.73  14,172.79 

    Costs of items purchased and then sold to customers 10.50  141.54 

    Cost of Goods Sold - Medallions 169.95  2,556.12 

    Cost of Goods Sold - Other 176.55  353.00 

   Total COGS 737.73  17,223.45 

  Gross Profit 1,813.77  10,830.22 

   Expense    

    Advertising 0.00  74.96 

    Bank/Card Fees 0.00  38.37 

    Cable 0.00  193.63 

    Computer 8.25  167.35 

    Copies and Reproduction 0.00  116.66 

    Insurance 75.25  752.78 

    Internet Service 76.99  688.13 

    Inventory Adjustment due to corrections 0.00  721.38 

    Licenses and Permits 0.00  20.00 

    Miscellaneous 0.00  5.00 

    Office Rent 560.00  5,630.00 

    Office Supplies 93.71  749.71 

    Professional - Contract Labor 400.00  4,000.00 

    PO Box Rental 8.34  83.40 

    Postage and Delivery 6.96  182.97 

    Professional Fees - Accounting 0.00  90.00 

    Taxes - State 0.00  25.00 

    Taxes - Sales 586.00  2,175.64 

    Telephone 56.40  494.28 

    Web Hosting 12.00  120.00 

   Total Expense 1,883.90  16,329.26 

 Net Ordinary Income -70.13  -5,499.04 

Net Income  -70.13  -5,499.04 


